

Approved For Release 2001/04/12 : CIA-RDP82-00457R001 700030009-5 


K 




CLASSIFICATION 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


25X1 A 


REPORT NO. 


COUNTRY Austria, ,/Yugo slavia/Poland 

SUBJECT Austrian Communist Party Developments 

25X1 A 

PLACE 
ACQUIRED 

DATE OF THF0 
25X1 



DATE DISTR. 12 W46 


NO. OF PAGES 2 

40192 

NO. OF ENCLS. 

lUSTECi BELOW) 

4019A- 

SUPPLEMENT TO 
REPORT NO. 




On 6 July 1948,, a nesting of the Austrian CcEatnunisrfc Party Control Com." 
radttoe was also attended ty CP leaders of Bezirk and lands s' leitong level. 
The mee ting was called in order to determine whether the Party should 

a) favor Tltej 

b) adhere to the Cominfom line, or 

e) remain neutral in its immediate future polity regarding the 
Yugoslav Communist Party, 

2® At the request of Fried 1 FSrnberg, the third alternative o) was imoodi- 
ately eliminated, Fttxnberg spoke in favor of following the Cominfom 
policy, denouncing Tito as a n traitor” to Communism, He also requested 
that the Austrian CP maintain strict discipline within its ranks and 
stated that democracy and free speech must be retained in the Party, 
Ffimfeerg stated that Tito night possibly offer to make a settlement ooo- 
earning tho pending territorial question between Yugoslavia and Austria 
on his own initiative, but that the Austrian CP must reject such an of- 
fer because it would be nothing more than "poisoned bait". 


3® Brauns teiner (fm) , Austrian Communist representative at the recent Warsaw 

i Conference, stated that the foreign ministers there had discussed the 

merits of an economic and cultural union of all the eastern bloc countries , 
He made ’no mention of a political union® Brauneteiner added that an eco- 
nomic and cultural union world boring out tho best :ln all., those countries® 
lari Franz Steirihardt, member of the CP Central Committee, replied that 
such a union night be good for Slavic countries, but would be unsuitable 
for Austria because of the latter* s western culture „ 


4o A general discussion followed , which ms devoid of any denunciations or 

recriminations by oither side® Strong support was voiced for Tito on purely 
nationalist grounds, and several members remarked that Tito is not a self- 
important egotist but an idealistic nationalist who pits the welfare of Ms 
own nation before all else* 
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Br, Ludwig Socuinski described the Barter’s fimncial status and com- 
pared Austrian CP finances unfavorably with those of eastern parties,, 
He referred specifically to the Polish CP, \Mch, he said, had funds 
totalling more than 100,000,000 aloty, He pointed out that the 
Austrian CP has about .300,000 schillings, but remarked that USIA 
firms have promised to donate 1,200,000 schillings within the nest 
few months o The Party is now establishing strike and so-called 
"self-defense” funds. Source believes that little of this money is 
to be used for the purchase of weapons. 

The meeting ended without putting the question of policy to a vote. 

It was suggested that this vote be taken at a future meeting when a 
’•more umnimoue decision 51 could be reached. It is reported that 
about sixty percent of those present were pro-Tito? the remainder 
favored the ComlnfozFu Most of the Party leaders were in the latter 
group, and the rank and file were in the majority. 

Following the meeting, Fttmberg and several other Central Committee 
members repaired to a private room where four Russians in civilian 
clothes were waiting, Fftrnberg reported to the Russians that no vote 
had been taken, 

BBHLSSSESSS 5 The meeting described above took place afte * the 
publication of the Party's official stand in favor of the Gofainfona, ) 
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